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RIOT? 


' REFLEXIONS + 


Dn two late Letters concerning the fir 
. of the City of Glaſgow : 


By a Citizen thowel 


y ANSWER to his Friend 3 Edin- 


burgh, who defired an Impartial 
Account of that Matter. 


SIR, 


, ou write, that you diſcommend, on the oe Hand, the Condeſcention 
on in GOng the Towns Accompts to privat Men : tho indeed i It is the 
cleareſt evidence that the' Magiſftracy thought the ſame Prooff Ainſt the 
riceit Cavill : And on the other Haxd,you tell me how it's obvious enough 
to your ſelf; that the Author who pretends to Animadvert on them, ſhifts the 
tif matter, and ſeems glad of the opportunity of diverting to the .writing a 
Satzre againit Dovehill 3 At the reading whereof you were quite amazed, 
conſidering not only that Gentlemans Chara&er amongſt good Mer in the Na- 
tion, but likeways, that in your converſe here, you never found even thoſe 
who would have the Government go in azother Chanel then it has been ſince 
he Revolution, traduce him in ſuch manner. 
, Youſay, That for retriveing your Thoughts, you took aſecond ſurvey of 
that Letter, and then ſoon perceived that it proved its ſelf to be a very deſp;- 
cable Paper, which no man of $2:nſe could credite : (eing it hath manifold 
Inconſiſtencies 10 its own bolom. Yet for _—_ clearance in ſome Lena = of 
@. 
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Fad, you asked Dovehi// himſelf: but he, in a very generous and Chriſtiarl/#/ 
temper, having'told that he would detra# from none, but leave bis Integritgmc 
to be vindicat by the ſucceſs, which Truth obtains over Calumny, in Providence {(fc 
Only, he was ſure that the body of the Inhabitants of Glaſgow knew the contraryw! 
of theſe Aſperſoons : and that he »o ways charged them even on the Genilemeapo 
who would have a change made of the Adminiſtrators : whence, you are necefding 
ſitate to inquire at me the trxe ſtate of the Caſe. ga" 
., Inanſwer whereunto,. you cannot expedt that I ſhould follow the confuſedtre 
Ramble of that Letter 3 which would make mine too long. Nor are you tghe 
think that it contains the Sentiments of the City : for 1 aſſure you, the Writergteg 
aſſuming their Name, for gaining ſome countenance to his Impoi7ure, is a meenye- 
Forgery. Neither are you to be amuſed with the Author's Cenfidence in whatto 
he vauches : for ( beſides what you have obſerved of his contradiFing himſelfi( 2 


and the many Falſhoods of which I ſhall convict him hereafter ) he is a De3F\ch 
it the perſon {aſpeted be not miſtaken ; and conſequently of that Gang ch: 
whole Teftimony againſt a Chriitian is no more tobe received then that of theane 
Devil ; the inveterat enemy of all good mer and goodneſs. the 
- This laſt leads me to point unto you the probable ſource of the deſperate 
alice which is conſpicuous inevery Paragraph of this Letter. For you know Li 
that the Inhabitants of Gluſgow, being left to a free Pole at the happy Revo\the 
lution, while Dovehil/ was out of the Kingdom, yet ſuch was his reputation 
both of ſufficiency and integrity, that, tho he was thus abſent, the Pule eleftedW 
him unanimouſly Commitſiioner to the Convention of the Eſtates : and, there\ric 
after the Town Council choſen by the Pole, did Iikeways, when he was abſenrito 
elect him to be Provoſt. | 
| According to expeCtation,tho ke found theTowns Aﬀiirs in a.deſpondent* F 
State, yethis condut and diligence, in conjunCtion with others in the Golit ! 
vernment, have in gocd meaſure retrived them : By procuring the Royal A: 
Gift for their free Ele&ion : by paying fo great $ums of their Debrs : by ob4Pr 
faining the Grant of Two Pennies in the Pint : by indefatigable Pains about 
ſetting their Bu/ixeſs in order ; particularly by keeping a Book of Charge andfo! 
Diſcharge, extracted from the authentick Theſaurers Accomprs ard Ads ofne 
Council of every Provoſt's time and mannadgement, and ſtating the B.Hlancifar 
each two year, which made tbem know whether they were Sinking or Swinitob 
ing, the want whereof was one great occaſion of the Confuſion before, & «wt 
beſides particular Services tor the profice of the Inhabitants. | 
As a further evidence, and that after trial, of the Cities conſciouſneſs ob Af 
Dovehil's merit, the Council ele&ed by the Pole, alledging former Precedents;wi 
and that they had 9 Sett to the contrary, preſſed him to continue, by a Rexfor 
election, after the two firſt years of his being Provoſt : but he would moſt 
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anl/vfer bimſelf ſo much as to be put in the Leez ; whereupon Provoſt Peadie (a 
;{moſt deſerying perſon ) was prevailed with, tho ſtruggling. much againk it, 
eI(for it can be no ſatisfaftion and pleaſure for any to engage himſelf in a place 
rawhere he mult conſtantly wreſtle with a burden of Debts and other heavy Im- 
poſitions) ro accept : and aſter his two years were elapſed,helikeways declin- 
efding to continue longer, Dovehil/ was urged to ſucceed. But Dovehill of new 

gave his Reaſons for refafing, and when he could not prevail, he withdrew 
z#4irom the Council and went Home, proteſting that he would not. accept tho 
tahe were named; whereupon Provoſt Naper was choſen, a perſon of great In- 
ergtegrity and Ingenuity, who continued other two. years : fo that theſe feoxr 
etjears interveend before Dovet3V's laſt acceſſion to the place. In all which it's 
1a{to be obſerved,that rhe Council allthis time is ſo far from being Dovehill's Sert, 
Ifi( asthe Letter impudently calls them) that they are the ſame perſons who were 
#\choſen byte Pole,tor the Letter it ſelf does not alledge that thereareany more 
g|changed then five, and as I have heard Dozehill commend theſe as very ho- 
heneſt men, ſo of theſe ffoe, thereare but two of rhem which were elefted by 

the Pole. : | 
its You may ſee already from the quality of the /#thor of this defamatory 
Libel; from the thing it ſelf, which is the beſt prooff, and from the ſe»ſe of 
olthe Community, that D« ve/zll is unjuſtly arraigned. But in the fourth place, 
>nI ſhall now proceed to condeſcend on ſome of many particulars, wherein the 
ed Writer of the Letter makes dowz-right Lyes, or publiſhes tothe World noto- 
elrious Inconfiſtencies : whence you may confFC(ture how he isto be believed as 
1t]to the reſt, viz. | | 2 

' 1. *© He aſſerts that Dovehill keeps the Charter ſuch a ſecret, as that to this 
nt* Hour it has not been ſo much as entcred in the TownRecords. Whereas 
o4it is verbatim inſert therein, upon the 11th of Azgui7 1690 : And the publick 
al AZ of Parliament, ratifying and containing the tenor of it, which goes in 
b+Print through the Nation, makes it an odd kind of ſecret with a Witnes. 
| 2. In ſeveral places of this Libel, he avers that there is a Sert of the Burgh, 
1dfor making men kelieve that plain Rales are contrayeened. Whereas there 
ofnever was, nor 1s any ſuch Set, as to the Election of Magiſtrats, but the 
calame is regulate meerly by the Cuſtoze of the Burgh, which has been preciſely 
1/obſerved ever ſince the Revolution by theſe perſons who were elected by the 
whole Inbabitants in their Pole above-narrated. | LAG 

; 3. He affirms that the Town was Stented for the Money payed in to the 
IS Company:being probably dith:ulted to find plau/ible Names for Stents, 


t;/Whereas this 1s a down-right untruth : For that Money was borrowed con 
" to the power allowed by the ACt of Parliament, & lyes y«t as Debt-upon 


ottte Town. IE = 6 
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4. He ſays p. 8. That Dove-hif wrote a Letterto Provoſt Peadie,declarirg 


* his being obnoxious to ſeveral eminent Perſo71s, and that the Town had re: | 


* ceived prejudice on his account, &c.'of deſign that another whom he might 
load, might beſent Commiſſioner to the Burrows 1699. Whereas thereconld 
-not be a groſler miſrepreſentation : And it's fo far againſt Senſe, that the very 
telling of it does confure it. + Be Wes 

It's true indeed, Dove-kill did Write a Letter deſiring not to be choſen, be. 
cauſe he had been ſo long from home, attending his anagemert at Edinburgh, 
in May and June : But 1t 3s ſtrange how 1t could enter in the Writers Head 
to Forge ſuch a Narrative, as may bring in Dove-hill acknowledging his own 
gilt: And forſooth it muſt be added that he traduced others, whom not- 
withſtanding, he acknowledges to have done all that was poſſible for them 
to award the Towns further burden. $3 | 

5. The Libeller pretends * that there 1s 126700 14b. moſt difingenuouſly 
* ſuppreſt, or at leaſt omitted, in Dove-hil/s Printed account 3 whereas all that 
is !r#e in this-Liſt is fairly ſtated and-compted for in the Books, and is virtu- 


ally included in the Printed Account. Butthe alledgance is a plauſible de- 


luſion. 

dudes whereof, it is to be conſidered in the firſt place,. that there is 
only Printed the ſeveral Ballances Extratted out of the foreſai:l Bookot Charge 
and Diſcharge : But the particular Accounts of which, theſe Ballances are made 
up,conform to the ſeveral Acts otCouncil,andTheſauries Accounts warranting 
the ſame, are not mentioned in the Print: As indeed that would have made 
it Volumnious, the Ballances of every two years Compts made up of theſe 


particulars being only Printed, as (aid ts. And inthe next place, as to parti. 


culars themſelves ; "The firſt Article ftated by him at 26700 /:b. or thereby, 
if he means the Burrow-miſhve-dues, theſe extend only to 1320c {,b. And as 
to deficiencies, notwithſtanding all that has been laid on for making up other 
former deficient Stents,it has been. and can till be made appear, that the Town 
of Glaſgow has loſt above 5co lib. iterling, by what they have payed our for 
Ceſs and Miſſive dues, more than they have got in by thoſe Stents. As to the 


ſecond, of 16000 [ib. gained by the Exciſe, the ſame, with all the other Ar- f; 


ticles, are fairly counted for, and are a part of the L{oloſols lib. cf Debt payed 
the firſt two years of Dove-hills minagement, it being well known that the 


Towns Revenue cannot pay a fix pence of Debr, being inſufficient to pay the hi 


Towns Annualrents ; whence it tannot ſpare any thing even to ſupport the 


Government. But as to the fourth Article of 6000 Hb. on account of a Tack þ 
of Exciſe from Mr. John Cochran, it extends only to 3626 /b. Our of which þ j 


was payed to the {aid Mr. Joh», as owing to him 2600 /:b, So that there was 
only got of free Money 1026 /ijb. as the Accompt Folio 32 does inftruft; and 
| | the 
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the Reviſers cannot but acknowledge that both this, and all the other true Ar. 
ticles.are fairly counted for, and if they ſhovld refuſe it, ( as 1'm ſure they will 
nor )the Compts themſclves will mike it appear,and if need be may be ſeen to 
any who deſire it. 
© Neither onght it to be objefted that Dove-hilt was Provoſt and Book-keeper. 
For, as the keeping a regular Books a great ſervice inthe Towns bulineſs, that 
they may to putpoſe know the increaſe and decreaſe of their Debts, and can 
| be only done by a perſon of Judgment, and known in Buſineſs : So this is no 
| more than a Copy, for orders ſake, being founded upon the ſeveral Atts of 
| Council, and ſeveral Thefaurers Accompts cleared from time to time by the 
- [Town Council, to which the ſame relates, and which conſequently Dove-bill 
| [could neither ciknor pare in ove Article, nor change from one Provoſts time 
ro another. | 
6. The Letter quite miſrepreſents the ſtate of the Revifing of the Books. 

For, when Dove-hill was preſent; the Town Council having appointed the 
- [two Houſes of Merchants and Trades to choiſe fix of cach to Reviſe the Books, 
= Jad Report (thothere was never a former Precedent of ſuch a condeſcenſion ) 
ll the Books, alle well the gereral Records of the Town, and the Town 
$ [Theſ arrcr's Books, and the particular Accounts to which thele relate, as well 
5 thoſe Books kerp.d by Dove-hill, were fairly expoſed to their cenſure. Nei- 
ther were any Records which they required keeped back, as all the Revilers 
Juuſt acknowledge. And after their firſt Mecting,they Adjourned themlelves 
from time to time,and fat alſe long at each time asthey thought fit; and made 
"at remark3 they pleaſed, being no ways (tinted in any manner whatſom. 
l- fy:r. After concluſion whereof, it being defired rhat their remarks mighe 
expoled z one of the Revilers, who took obſerves, and having read al 
'S Jhe Articles, molt narrowly inſpected every one of them, anſwered, that he 
r nd the reſt ſhould meet amongſt themſelves; and having conſerted their ob- 
n krves, make report to the two Houles. Bur to this hour they could never 
e prevailed with to do it. The plain Reaſon whereof does thence appearto 

that they found, contrary perhaps to their expectation, that all had been 
r- futhfully managed : ( as (everals of them, of good oe, have acknowledged 
d Inall occaſions, fince that Inſpe&ion ) and that if they had made a report, 
-e fither in. Writ, or 2a voce, they could have quarrelled nothing, but what 
Ne fight have been in{tantly removed, and the Article inſtructed. And thoſe 
ie ſho obſtru&it, can no ways juſtifie rnemſelves in their not making a report 
cK þth2 Houſes. ifnot.in Wrir, yet by Word; for they are expreſly oblidged 

it by their Commiſhon from the Houles. | 
as | 7 The Leteralledges,that Doze-hill made the payment of Debt to be during 
1d Bis being Provolt, particularly 1100 lib. whereas it was during the time of 
he * another, 


- 


(6) 

* another. But this is not only falſe,but likewiſe impoſſible in Fa ; for every 
Provoſt, having Theſaurers in his time, whoſe Accounts are cleared in face | 
of Magiſtrats and Town Council, their Accourts could ot be altered from 
one Provoſt's time to another. And what Doze-hill affirms, is contained in 
Theſaurers Peters, Buchannan, Muirhead, and Dickies Accounts, who were 
all Theſaurers during the time of his being Prouoſt, Ard the alledgance a. 
nent ths 11co lib. is utterly calumnicus, as appears by the Books. 

But this derogats nothing from Provoſl Peadre, or Provoſt Napicy: For 1 ; 
know that Dove-hill is more ready than the W riter, to vindicate their inte. [ 
grity.,and other good Services to the Town,as having better experience there. mn 
of. Ithavingonly ſo happened from circumſtances, that this Debr was pay- 
ed in Dove-hills time; whom I have heard ſolemnly offer, that if the Writer, * 
of any other, could make appear, that ever he intrometted with a Six pence 
of the Towns Money, not counted for, he ſhall make every Penny a Pound " 
Sterling. 

6 3 The Print proceeds to tell Non-ſenle 3 that Dove. hil/ does over-bur. - 
© burden the Town with Stents : Whereas, 1n the firſt place, this is ;»»poſ-þ ; 
ſible, it not being in lis power, he having brit.a Vote, when he is Provoſt ;| 
and that only when it comes to it : which it never did in the matter of Stents, * 
And, in the next place, I have heard Dove hill regrate more than any, that 
there ſhould be ſo many Burdens on the Town, whereof the Magiſtracy, and 1 
particularly Dove-hill himſelf bear their full ſhare. | 

However, it is certain that what-ever 1s impoſed, is fairly and legally done 
by the Magiſtrats and Town Council, remitting the ſame to Sworn Stent-ma- 
ſters, with inſtrutions 3 who ſubdivide the ſame: And that alſe ſparingh|,,. 
as the zeceſſities of their Afﬀairscan poſhbly allow. 

* 9g. The Libeller draws i» over-head, mention of Major Merzjes, that h 
* might have occaſion to alledge,the Major might have been taken alive. But : 
asthe Article of this expence was long ſince payed, and could not be contain. By 
ed in the Printed State, which contains only the /a'ge Ballances :* $o it is an}, 
impudent Arraigning, not only the Town, but likeways the Afſize and Ju s[ 
Nice-Court, who afloilzied Dove-hill and the reſt: And it is certain that hy 
was at a conſiderable diſtance by the door of the Garden, when that misfor 
tune neceſlarly fell out ; as appears by the extant Probation thereof. T 

10. He charges Dovehill with ſingular Practices 1n relation to El:@zong, , 
which are utterly falſc, or diſguiſed, as appears by the Particulars following 
The Town-Council then being meer to ele& their Magiſtrats,the firſt Tueſd th 
after Michaelmaſs, to wit, their Provoſt and three Baillies only ; upon the f 
Friday thereafter, the Magiſtrats newly elefted, with the Magiſtrats of thq 17, 
. two preceding years, making up in all Twelve, (and if any be dead or abſent may 
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Tone is choſen of the Town-Council of the ſame quality to make the foreſaid 
number of Twelve, ) meet and do chooſe their new Council for the year fol- 
lowing. Theres in efte&t no Council or Counſellors, except the new elected 
| [Magiſtrats, betwixt the Txeſday and the Friday, that a new Council for 
[the enſuing Year 15eleQed by the foreſaid Twelve Eleftors. So that it's falſe 
» [that John Leckze could not be turned ont, for there isno ſuch Serr, and defa@o, 
the Year immediatly before, when he had been one Year Dean of Gild, he 
| [was turned off the Council, and was again brought on the ſecond Year to be 
- [Dean of Gild, by vertue of which Office he came to be a Counſellor, by which 
- [means at the EleCtion of the Council the Year thereafter rhere came to be One 
* [Counſellor more then by the Cuſtom they ought to have, ſo that of neceſfity 
"one behoved to be laid aſide, and John Leckie & John Spreul being Liſted 
© logether, the EleCtors laid by their Mr > Sprexl aſide. The Dean of Gild 
d nd other Officers arenot eledted till the Wedneſday the next Week after 3 and 
he conſtant cuſtom of EleQing the Magiſtrats, Counſellors, and other Offi- 
F* ters, have been inviolably obſerved, without variation, ever ſince the happy 
ſ-Revolution, as the Town Council-Books will make appear. 
5] 11. You may obſerve, that this Writer turns himlelf into ſach ſhapes, as 
Gbrve his purpoſe : withoutany reſpet to t1uth. | 
atl Forinſtance, he, when it ſerves his turn, advances that Dove-hillcan do 
ndly in the Town Council 3 and yet he would Artfully deny him the 
jonour or allowing inſpection of the Accounts to the Committee of the two 
MHouſes : Tho' Dove-hill was preſent tnen, alſe well as at other occaſions. 
Nt] 12. I intieat you to obſerve how this Libeller would load, and yet either 
Shkants the memory Or wit, to do it without inconſeſiency: as your ſelf has 
inted. Which I do mention only to clear further, thatghe Rambles, with- 

 buter rezarding whether right or wrong ? 
Put] « Page 11. He aflerts that had Dove-hill given full and free inſpeTFion of his 
IN Books, it were an eaſie matter to .corfute his ſham Account, and demonſtrat 
 Wthat it was calculat only for a new Trick, &c. Now, how is it poſſeble. for 
Juqe Lib:1ler to know that it's eaſte, he knows rot what? And how is it poſſible 
C Mr him to know a dem nſtration, without knowledge of the matter by which 
fon}; to be made ? X 

 ]* So Pager. Helays, that miny concealed particulars amount to a great 
onSyn, andcan eaſily be made appear, \f Dove-hill could be prevailed with ro 
Igtlow the Inhabitinrs to inſpe& his Books more narrowly, &c. But how 
1 the Scribler know what isconcealed ? And how can he ſee with any certain= 
| Uh, further than he is allowed? 

MM And.ro' Crown, or rather make Feazible all that he does advance, ſo that 
ſellimay be imputed allancrly to Dove-bill, He exprelly afſerts, p. 12. * That © 
oe E onncil were all of Dove-hill's own chooſing. Which, as it is non-ſenſe,..[ 
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Dove-hill having but one Vote, even when he happens to be an Fleftor : 
it appears by what is premiſed,that the ſazze perſons ( except a few) are Couy 
ſellors, who were cho,en to be ſuch by tle Pile of the City. 'Þ 
On the whole, what elſe is interſperſed in this ſcurrilous Pamphlet, of Ve 
nom ag 1inſt Dove-hill, ſerves only to d:ſcover the Author by bisreviling nd 
to be a Chriitian, by his Lies not to be a Gentleman, by his colding not to þ 
2 perſon of breeding 3 and by his ab»fing a Magiſtracy in ſuch an inſolent Prin 
to deſerve ( at leaſt) the So that 1 {hall not detain ycu an 
longer with particular Anſwers thereunto, eſpecially conſidering that I ap 
ſure, tho'l have proceeded hitherto our of zeal to i»nocence, tor the Publi 
Trtereftof the City, and in obedience to your Requeſt ; yet Dove-hill, if } 
come to diſcover what 1 have done, will reprehend me for taking ſo mut 
notice of ſuch Stuff. And as co tae Author, | have heard him ſay plainly, þ 
knew not who it was ? ED - < 
| I know Dove-hill to be a perſon of ſuch Religion and Senſe, that he con 
ders no more in this matter, than that the beſ# Men have been of T1 
duced by Deſigners, who have zo Principle to withhold them : and will] 
ready to conclude with David, T hey compaſſed me about with words of hatr 
and fought againſt me without acanſe : For my love they are my adverſaries ; | 
T give wy. ſelf unto Prayer, Pſalm 109. verl. 3, 4. Yet this could not hinder n 


F 


on your delire, to ſet the matter ſomewhar nts true light. 


% 


Taz with all poſſible ReſpeF, 
Sir, - 


Tour moſt humble Servant. 


